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religion may be morally useful without being intel-
lectually sustainable: and it would be a proof of
great prejudice in any unbeliever to deny, that there
have been ages, and that there are still both nations
and individuals, with regard to whom this is actually
the case. Whether it is the case generally, and with
reference to the future, it is the object of this paper
to examine. "We propose to inquire whether the
belief in religion, considered as a mere persuasion,
apart from the question of its truth, is really indis-
pensable to the temporal welfare of mankind; whether
the usefulaess of the belief is intrinsic and universal,
or local, temporary, and, in some sense, accidental;
and whether the benefits which it yields might not
be obtained otherwise, without the very large alloy
of evil, by which, even in the best form of the belief,
those benefits are qualified.

With the arguments on one side of the question
we all are familiar : religious writers have not
neglected to celebrate to the utmost the advantages
both of religion in general and of their own religious
faith in particular. But those who have held the
contrary opinion have generally contented them-
selves with insisting on the more obvious and
flagrant of the positive evils which have been engen-
dered by past and present forms of religious belief.
And, in truth, mankind have been so unremittingly
occupied in doing evil to one another in the name